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If you ever wondered how the beautiful luminaries come to line Washington Avenue in Cedar-
burg on Friday nights in December, it’s volunteers like the Horky family, above. The family
joined Cedarburg Common Council member Jack Arnett last Friday night, when city staff and
elected officials took their turns putting out some 1,200 candles. The Cedarburg Chamber of
Commerce organizes the luminary placement. Anyone who would like to help prepackage the
bags and candles can do so between 3 p.m. and 5 p.m. Thursdays. Call 262-377-5856 for
more information. Pictured, from left, are Jack, Grace, Jackie and Rich Horky.
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NEIGHBORS

Lighting up the Cedarburg night

Helpful employee
reunites woman

with lost $20 
To the Editor

I’m taking this opportuni-
ty to thank Jake at Cousin’s
Subs in Grafton for his
efforts in returning a $20
bill to me that I apparently
dropped inside that store.

On Nov. 9, while placing
an order for five subs, all
different kinds, I apparent-
ly dropped a $20 bill. When I

returned home, I noticed
that it was not in my wallet
and called to ask if anyone
had picked it up and
returned it to the cashier.
Nothing had been turned
in. Hours later, Jake called
to say that the $20 bill had
been found and we could
pick it up the next day.

We did pick it up, express-
ing gratitude to Jake and
the staff for their diligence
in following up to return
the $20 to me. And I recom-
mend Cousin’s Subs as well

as the exceptional customer
service by the staff. Thank
you.

Karen Johnson
Grafton

Has someone done some-
thing that was so kind and help-
ful that you would like to share
it with our readers? Letters may
be emailed to lcurtis@con-
leynet.com; mailed to W61
N306 Washington Ave., Cedar-
burg, WI 53012; or dropped off
at the office of the News Graph-
ic.

RANDOM ACT OF KINDNESS

CEDARBURG — High
school seniors and their
parents interested in win-
ning scholarships for their
college educations should
mark their calendars for 7
p.m. Wednesday.  The Cedar-
burg Community Scholar-
ship Fund will hold an
information session for all
high school seniors who live
in the Cedarburg School
District. The meeting will
take place at the Cedarburg

Performing Arts Center. 
Students do not have to

attend Cedarburg High
School to qualify for a schol-
arship. At the information
session, scholarship applica-
tions will be distributed and
questions will be answered. 

During its 45-year history,
CCSF has awarded more than
$3 million in merit-based
scholarships to more than
3,000 graduates. This past
year, 112 graduates from eight

high schools were awarded
scholarships totaling more
than $163,125. Scholarships
ranged from $700 to $4,000.
Anyone wishing to donate to
the Cedarburg Community
Scholarship Fund electroni-
cally should go to
www.ccsf.info/community-
donations.html.

For more information,
contact CCSF board mem-
ber Sarah Pecor at 414-412-
5722 or email ccsf@ccsf.info.

Adult Literacy Center celebrates 
new director, education coordinator

GRAFTON —  The Adult Literacy Center
Board of Directors last month hosted an
event for tutors and students to welcome its
new staff and honor the work of its volunteer
tutors. 

ALC tutors were recognized for their ongo-
ing work with students and making it possi-
ble for the ALC to achieve its mission. Stu-
dent success stories were shared, including
one student who recently became a U.S. citi-
zen and another who is about to finish her
GED testing and looking forward to college. 

“It was a great evening. I really enjoyed
meeting so many of our tutors and students –
they all had such great stories to share,” said
ALC treasurer Nichole Lyon.

ALC board members are also extending
thanks to the United Way of Northern Ozau-
kee, Shopko and Mequon-Thiensville
Woman’s Club for their donations this past
fall. The funds will be used to support ongo-
ing and new educational initiatives, includ-
ing health and financial literacy. 

ALC provides a wide range of adult literacy
and educational services including: English
as a second language, adult basic education,
GED preparation for high school equivalency,
college entrance preparation for adults and
citizenship exam preparation. ALC always
welcomes new students and tutors. 

Daniel von Bargen joined the center as its
new executive director, focused on communi-
ty and donor relations. Von Bargen has
worked more than two decades in public ser-
vice as a program administrator with the
state of Minnesota, in leadership roles in var-
ious youth and family service organizations
and as an entrepreneur. 

Von Bargen also serves as the president of
Beacon Educational Consulting,  serving indi-
viduals and families nationwide whose loved
ones are struggling with addiction, mental
health and behavioral health issues, assisting
them with program research, placement,
interventions and personal coaching/life nav-
igation. Von Bargen said he is thrilled to be
working with individuals to help them

achieve their literacy and academic goals. 
Amy Schmelzer also joined the ALC recent-

ly as its new education coordinator, provid-
ing a critical resource for tutors and stu-
dents, as well as leading all ALC educational
initiatives. She brings a wide range of teach-
ing and assessment experience to the posi-
tion, applying her Bachelor of Science in
education and master’s degree in history. She
has taught at the elementary, middle school
and adult levels, including working with
adults at Ranch Community Services as a
training specialist and as a teacher for the
University of Phoenix. 

To learn more, go to www.AdultLiteracy-
OZ.org or contact von Bargen at 262-546-0020
or adultliteracycenter@gmail.com. 

CCSF to host information session Wednesday

Who should we get to know? 

If you have a suggestion of someone in the community who is worthy of a
feature profile story, email lcurtis@conleynet.com; or call 

Lisa Curtis at 262-305-8934.
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Top, new Adult Literacy Center Education
Coordinator Amy Schmelzer is pictured with
new Executive Director Daniel von Bargen.
Below, ALC board members Celeste Giunta,
left, and Linda Borkenhagen, right, meet with
Shopko Assistant Manager Debbie Elliot to
accept Shopko’s foundation grant to the ALC.

Nonprofit honors 
volunteers with a 

special event


