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When and where is the Spell Wars spelling competition? 
When is Spell Wars the Adult Spelling Bee Fundraiser? 
The event is scheduled for Friday, September 7, 2018.  Dinner and registration begins promptly at 6PM.  At registration 
attendees will receive their table assignments and other information.  Opening announcement begin at 6:45PM with the 
spelling bee competition beginning at 7:15PM and going until approximately 9:30PM. 
 

Where will the Bee be held and what’s included in the Bee dinner? 
ALC is excited about moving the BEE to the River Club in Mequon.  The new venue will accommodate more attendees and 
will be very comfortable.  The Bee dinner will be catered by River Club and will include assorted hot sandwiches including 
a vegetarian option, assorted salads, dessert and non-alcoholic beverages, including soda and coffee.  A cash bar also will 
be available. 
 

What other activities are included in the Bee? 
In addition to dinner and the spelling competition, the event includes raffles and a silent auction, as well as opportunities 
for spectator engagement. 
 

Spelling teams and the spelling competition 
What is a spelling team? 
Spelling teams are comprised of three active members, but are allowed to name an alternate in case someone on the 
team is unable to attend on the day of the Bee.  All spelling bee team members must be 17 by September 1, 2018. 
 

How does the spelling bee work? 
Spelling teams compete in elimination rounds by correctly spelling the announced word in the allotted amount of time. 
For each word, a ‘pronouncer’ says the word, provides a definition, uses it in a sentence and finally repeats the word.  
During the competition, team members have the opportunity to consult with each other on the correct spelling of words 
before going to the microphone to spell.  All team members take turns at the microphone as the speller. Most rounds will 
involve all spellers from each team, still in the competition, taking a turn at the microphone.  The Bee usually involves 
four rounds with a final championship round when the competition is down to the last two teams.  The last team 
standing wins! 
 

What are the time limits for spelling a word? 
Teams have 20 seconds to collaborate on the spelling of a word before the speller goes to the microphone.  Once at the 
microphone the speller has 30 seconds to say the word, spell it, and say it again, including any restarts. 
 

What is a ‘word skip’ certificate and how do I get one? 
One word skip opportunity is available to any team who purchases a word skip certificate.  Word skip certificates may be 
purchased for $50 before the competition begins.  Some sponsors receive a word skip certificate as part of their 
sponsorship benefits.  When teams are consulting on the spelling of a word before the speller goes to the microphone, 
they may decide that they would like another word.  In this case, the team gives the judges their word skip certificate and 
request another word from the word pronouncer.  Only one word skip certificate may be used by each team. 
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How are teams disqualified? 
A team is disqualified for going over the time limits for spelling a word, for misspelling the word or for inappropriate 
coaching during the competition.  The ruling by the judges’ panel is final.  Disqualified teams may buy back into the 
competition one time for a fee of $100.  Some sponsors receive a buy back as part of their sponsorship benefits. 
 

What is the difference between a sponsored spelling team and a community spelling team? 
A sponsored team has a corporate sponsor who has completed a sponsorship agreement.  The sponsor and team will 
receive a variety of benefits based on their sponsorship level as described in the Sponsorship Package available on the 
ALC website at www.AdultLiteracyOZ.org/alc-2018-events.  A community team does not have a corporate sponsor, but 
may have a team benefactor who covers team registration fees but does not accrue sponsor benefits.  Community team 
entry fees include participation in the spelling bee and dinner for the three spellers. 
 

I noticed the Bee has a SPELL WARS theme, does that mean we should dress according to the theme? 
Teams are encouraged to have a team name and many choose to dress up in simple costumes consistent with the Bee 
theme and their team name.  This is not required to participate in the Bee.  Team pictures are taken at registration. 
 

Signing up to be a sponsor, donor, community speller or to attend the Bee 
When are sponsorship agreement forms due? 
Sponsorship agreement forms are due as soon as possible to ensure inclusion in all promotional materials, ideally by June 
15, 2018.  For inclusion in the event program forms must be received by August 20, 2018.  The Sponsorship Package is 
available to download on the ALC website at www.AdultLiteracyOZ.org/alc-2018-events. 
 

When are community team registration forms due? 
To take advantage of early bird pricing community team registration forms must be received on or before July 31, 2018.  
Teams may register up to Friday, August 31, 2018, though there is no guarantee that space will be available.  Please 
download the Community Spelling Team and Spectator registration form for more information. It is available on the ALC 
website at www.AdultLiteracyOZ.org/alc-2018-events.  
 

When and where can I buy a spectator ticket? 
Individual spectators may buy tickets up to the date of the event.  There are also special rates for spectator tables.  
Please download the Community Spelling Team and Spectator registration form for more information.  It is available on 
the ALC website at www.AdultLiteracyOZ.org/alc-2018-events.  
 

What if I just want to donate something toward the Bee? 
To donate an item toward the Bee, please contact the Center.  Or you can download and complete the donation form on 
www.AdultLiteracyOZ.org/alc-2018-events page or go directly to www.AdultLiteracyOZ.org/support-alc  page to make a 
cash donation via PayPal.  ALC is also seeking underwriters for a variety of items including printing the event program, 
trophies and prizes, raffle items and event signage. 
 

What forms of payment are accepted for signing on as a sponsor, registering a team, buying a spectator ticket or 
making a donation? 
A check may be sent in with mailed forms or completed forms can be scanned and mailed directly to the ALC offices.  
Payment may made via PayPal on the ALC’s website www.AdultLiteracyOZ.org on the Home or Support ALC pages.  
Please make a note in PayPal as to the nature of your payment/donation so we can ensure it is properly credited. 
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