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MEQUON — The Town Center neighbor-
hood continues to attract developer interest
as Mequon’s Planning Commission June 11
reviewed a rezoning request for land that
may house two 25,000-square-foot office
buildings.

Tom Zabjek, president of Lakeside Devel-
opment, appeared before commissioners
with a rezoning request, which was
approved. He has plans to build two office
buildings – one at a time – on a 2.5-acre par-
cel along Mequon Road. It will be adjacent
to a recently opened 81-unit apartment
building, a memory care facility and resi-
dential care apartments that are still under
construction.

While technically part of a Mequon Road
area called the Arrival Corridor, which is
just west of the Town Center, it is another
project planned for the area that was
launched with the development anchored
by Café Hollander at Mequon and Cedar-
burg roads that is approaching its third
anniversary.

While Zabjek submitted concept drawings
for the office building, he said they were
just that – a concept that possibly will
change as plans advance.

“I’m not concerned now with approval of
the buildings,” he said. “I just want to give
some perspective of what two 25,000-sqaure-
foot buildings might look like.

Much of the discussion centered on park-
ing. Current plans call for 173 parking
spaces. Based on the square footage, the zon-

ing code requires 250 parking spaces for
general office use. Lakeside provided data
from several of its other office develop-
ments that show the demand should be 138
spaces, based on the building size.

“It really depends on the design of the
building and the type of user to determine
what the parking would be,” Zabjek said. “It
would be pretty silly to build a building
without parking to accommodate my ten-
ants.”

Jac Zader, Mequon’s assistant director of
Community Development, agreed. He said
parking needs “can vary dramatically”
depending on the tenants in a building. He
added there is flexibility on adjacent land to
provide more parking if necessary.

“We don’t want to over-park sites and we
don’t want to under-park sites,” Zader said.

Commissioner Becky Schaefer said, given
parking concerns elsewhere in the Town
Center, she did not want to be brushing over
the issue.

“We’re on a slippery slope,” she said,
adding later, “I don’t feel comfortable with
just going ahead and saying, ‘you’re proba-
bly right.’”

A memo prepared by Zader said Lakeside
is in negotiations with a potential tenant –
who was not named – that will occupy a sig-
nificant amount of the available space, but
the remainder of the tenants remain
unknown.

The zoning request, which obtained unan-
imous approval from the Planning Commis-
sion, advances to the Mequon Common
Council. The Planning Commission will
take it up again when the developer returns
for approval of the building and site plan.
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MEQUON — Thursday’s
forum to get community
input on hiring a new
Mequon police chief left
Police and Fire Commission
members with two take-
home messages:

■ Community members
are generally happy with the
service provided.

■ The city needs to hire
more police officers.

About 20 people attended
the forum at City Hall orga-
nized to get residents’ opin-
ions as the city seeks to fill
the chief’s job. 

Steve Graff retired in May
after 13 years on the job, the
longest tenure in city histo-
ry. Former Capt. Dan Bun-
trock has been promoted to
chief; he will retire when the
new chief begins, likely
around the end of this year.

Tom Luzinski, president
of the Police and Fire Com-
mission, said there have
been 17 applicants for the
job. After interviews and
other steps to narrow the
field to five or so finalists,
another public forum will
give residents an opportuni-
ty to hear from the candi-
dates.

Speakers Thursday
included a Mequon police
detective, a sergeant with
the Police Reserve and sev-
eral community members.

Jill Fitzgerald, who has
twin daughters who will be
seniors at Homestead High
School in fall, said the
Mequon-Thiensville School
District needs more police
presence.

“We have one school
resource officer who is

assigned to six schools,” she
said. “You have 1,400 people
at the (high) school every
day. If she’s (the school
resource officer) not there,
there’s nobody there to stop
a shooter.”

Fitzgerald pointed to a
recent incident in which a
delivery driver— charged
with a felony for allegedly
stalking a female student –
got inside Homestead and
took photos that were posted
on social media.

“There needs to be more
security at Homestead,” she
said. “There’s not only a
threat from outside, but you
have a teenage population
who have access to guns.
They drink alcohol. They do
drugs. 

“Anybody could bring a
knife or gun into the
school,” she added. “The
new police chief needs to be
sensitive to this.”

She said she has talked to
Mequon-Thiensville School
District Superintendent
Matthew Joynt, who told her
he will be talking to School
Board members about
requesting more school
resource officers.

The Mequon Police
Department has assigned an
officer to the schools for
years. The current school
resource officer has an
office at the public entryway
to Homestead. Her responsi-
bilities include the two mid-
dle schools and the three ele-
mentary schools. The officer
is an employee of the Police
Department, not the schools.

Another resident, Kerry
Quimi, urged the commis-
sion to consider police chief
candidates “who will be on
board with training officers
to work with children with

special needs.” She said sen-
sitivity in that area will save
lives.

Two individuals with ties
to the Police Department
spoke. Both advocated for
selecting an internal candi-
date.

James Bradley is a
sergeant with the Police
Reserve, a volunteer group
that assists with a variety of
support functions, including
traffic patrol, security dur-
ing sports events and help-
ing officers at festivals,
parades and emergency situ-
ations.

“We have a dog in this
fight,” Bradley said. “It’s
important to us the new
chief of police continues the
same kind of understanding
and support we have had
from the previous chief of
police and I absolutely
believe from the current
chief of police.”

He urged the commission
to select Mequon police
Capt. Patrick Pryor, who
has applied for the chief’s
job.

“He’s always been under-
standing. He’s always been
helpful and he’s always been
supportive,” Bradley said. “I
think he would serve us as
well as anybody I can think
of.”

Detective Chuck O’Con-
nell also said Pryor would be
the best choice.

“He’s an excellent candi-
date,” he said. 

“He relates to all of us. He
will back us. He will back
the community. He uses his
head and he makes great
decisions. He’s not going to
let officers hang out there –
and he’s not going to let the
community hang out there,”
O’Connell added.

Submitted drawing

Mequon-based Lakeside Development received rezoning approval from the Planning Commis-
sion for a planned office complex in the 6900 block of West Mequon Road.
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CEDARBURG — It took
two meetings, some
research and some deliber-
ation on behalf of the
Cedarburg School District’s
Materials Review Commit-
tee to remove a book from
the Parkview library
shelves.

“This book was brought to
us by two families, one with
a second-grader and one
with a fifth-grader,” said
Alan Groth, CSD director of
curriculum and instruction,
after the meeting.

The book in question?
“Drama,” by Raina Telge-
meier.

The book, a graphic novel,
has not been without contro-
versy in other districts
throughout the country. It’s
made the American Library
Association’s list of top
challenged books three
times since 2014. It’s consid-
ered a coming-of-age graph-
ic novel that deals with a
number of themes, both
standard and controversial
in nature. 

The ongoing challenges to
the book are centered
around the appropriateness
of its themes, which include
a character deciding
between being gay or bisex-
ual. This was one of the
issues brought to the Mate-
rials Review committee by a
parent.

The committee first
reviewed the book last Mon-
day, resulting in a split vote
among the four members in
only allowing the book to be
checked out by fifth-graders
or moving the book only to
circulation at Webster Mid-
dle School. The committee
reconvened Thursday after
members were able to com-

plete additional research on
the book and the parental
request.

At the Thursday meeting,
Lorraine LeSage, CSD
library media specialist,
reported that the book is
among the top checked out
among the three elementary
schools. 

“At Parkview, this book
was the sixth most checked
out; at Westlawn, there are
two copies and it was the
fourth most checked out; at
Thorson, it was 14th,” she
said. “Interestingly enough,
it didn’t even make the top
50 books checked out at Web-
ster (Middle School).”

The committee noted that
this is partially due to the
fact that young readers pre-
fer to read about characters
who are slightly older than
they are. The main charac-
ters in “Drama” are middle
school students, including
the main character, Callie,
who is in seventh grade.  

The book has a reading
level of grades one through
three, and an interest level
of grades six through eight.
Committee members noted
that these two levels can be
inconsistent, as word choice
and sentence structure can

decrease the reading level to
a younger reader, but the
interest level is actually that
of an older student, which
library and reading special-
ists take into account when
assessing appropriateness.
However, committee mem-
bers also discussed the fact
that fifth-grade teachers
were aware that the book
was available and in circula-
tion and felt that it was a
“valuable resource” for cer-
tain students who may be
dealing with the themes of
the book.

While “Drama” was avail-
able to fifth-graders at all
three elementary schools in
the Cedarburg School Dis-
trict, in comparison, it is
only available to students at
the middle-school and high-
school levels in the Mequon-
Thiensville School District.
In Grafton, they have several
copies, both at the elemen-
tary and midle school levels.
They have received no com-
plaints about it.

According to Groth, dis-
trict policy states that the
committee would only con-
sider action on a book in
question at the respective
school. Once a decision was
made, it would be reviewed
by the School Board, which
then has the discretion to
make a circulation decision
at the other elementary
schools. 

After a brief discussion,
which included a brief state-
ment from one of the par-
ents, the committee voted to
remove the book from
Parkview circulation. 

After the meeting, Groth
noted that this type of issue
is rare in the district, and to
his knowledge, it was the
first book to be under review
in at least seven years by the
district.

GRAFTON — All community members
are invited to a Health Literacy Resource
Fair hosted by the Adult Literacy Center,
Aurora Health Care, Aging and Disability
Resource Center of Ozaukee, United Way
Northern Ozaukee and the Kettle Moraine
YMCA. The event will take place Saturday,
Aug. 18, from 9 a.m. to noon at 715 Sixth
Ave. in Grafton. 

Grace Lutheran Church has graciously
offered their facility for this important
event. No preregistration or entry fee is
required to attend the resource fair.

The morning will be devoted to making
sense of health information and learning
more about health and related resources
available in Ozaukee and Washington
Counties. Starting at 9:30 a.m., health
information sessions will be offered on the
following topics:

■ Getting the most out of your doctor
visit

■ Managing your medications
■ Effects of sugar on the body and mind
■ Diabetes prevention and risk assess-

ment
■ Brain health and memory
■ Salt and your blood pressure

Several health screenings will be avail-
able during the event, as well as informa-
tion on programs related to nutrition,
meal delivery, prescription drugs, vision,
hearing and wellness and fitness pro-
grams. 

There will also be activities offered for
children, including yoga classes featuring
YMCA instructors. Refreshments will be
available.

To date, agencies participating in the
resource fair, in addition to the hosts noted
above, include the Bureau of Aging and
Disability Resources – Deaf and Hard of
Hearing Specialist, COPE Services, Family
Sharing, Vision Forward, Interfaith Care-
givers, Milwaukee Area Technical College
and Starting Point. The hosts anticipate
additional agencies will sign on in the
coming month. 

Be sure to put this important event on
your calendar. More information on  the
Health Literacy Resource Fair can be
found at
www.AdultLiteracyOZ.org/health-litera-
cy-fair.  More information can also be
obtained by calling Celeste Giunta at the
Adult Literacy Center, 262-546-0020.

Resource fair to assist health literacy
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